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with the special sentiment we entertain toward you, how can
you be uncertain as to the respect, the fortune, and the homage
which await you ?

" Let the people of Saint Domingo know that the solicitude
which France has always felt for their happiness has often been
powerless through the imperious circumstances of war; that
men come from the continent to agitate the island and support
factions, were the products of the factions which distracted the
mother country; that henceforth peace, and the strength of the
Government, will secure the prosperity and the ireedom of the
colony. Tell them, that if to-them liberty is the first of bless-
ings, they cannot enjoy it except as French citizens, and that
every act contrary to the interests of the mother country, to the
obedience which they owe to the Government, and to the Cap-
tain-General, which is its delegate, would be a ci'ime against the
national sovereignty, which would eclipse their services, and
render Saint Domingo the theatre of a destructive Avar in Avhich
parents and children would slay each other.

"And you, General, reflect, that if you are the first of your
color that has reached such a height of power, and that has
gained distinction by bravery and military talents, you are, also,
before God and us, the person Avho is responsible for the conduct
of the inhabitants of the colony.

" If there are evil-disposed persons who tell the individuals
that have played the principal parts in the troubles of Saint
Domingo that we have come to investigate what they have done
during the times of anarchy, assure them that we shall inquire
only as to their conduct in this last circumstance ; that we shall
search into the past only to discover the deeds which have made
them distinguished in the war against the Spaniards and the
English, Avho Avere our enemies.

" Beckon unreservedly on our esteem, and conduct yourself
as he ought Avho is one of the principal citizens of the greatest
nation in the Avorld.

" The First Consul,
(Signed)                     "BONAPARTE."ure you may render,                     was displayed.   Delight for a moment took the place of terror.
